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MISSOURI DEPARTMENT OF ELEMENTARY

AND SECONDARY EDUCATION: GIFTED PROGRAM
GUIDELINES:

In accordance with the definition of giftedness which is set forth in the law, the state-assisted programs for the gifted will be in the general academic areas and/or in the fine arts.  It is recognized that gifted students are capable of outstanding performance in one or more academic areas and may also display outstanding ability in one or more of the fine arts.  It is further recognized that outstanding intellectual, creative-thinking, and reasoning abilities contribute singly and in various combinations to such performance.  Consequently, school districts will need to assess a variety of student abilities and to design appropriate programs that will challenge and develop these abilities.  This responsibility is addressed within the standards of the Missouri School Improvement Program, which state, "each district identifies gifted and talented students at all levels and provides them differentiated instruction suitable for their levels of intellectual, physical, and social maturity." 
It is important to note that differentiated educational programs for gifted students are not designed for the typical superior student who is frequently an excellent scholar, can earn “A” grades, and achieve academic honors.  The educational needs of these students should be met by existing school programs.   

Gifted programs are reserved for the students who are as far from the superior student in potential as the superior is from the average student.    The task is to identify this percentage of students and to provide educational opportunities that will challenge and develop their abilities.  State-assisted gifted programs should serve only those students properly selected for the program, not simply the top 5% of the student population.      
GIFTED CHILD DEFINITIONS:
By law and tradition, Missouri school districts are expected to provide programs of instruction suitable for the full range of student ability, from handicapped and disadvantaged learners through those who are academically advanced.  In 1973 the General Assembly recognized that there are a limited number of academically advanced students whose mental capacity and learning potential are so advanced that they need services beyond the level of those ordinarily provided.  As a result, in 1973, the General Assembly authorized the state program for gifted students and provided for the partial reimbursement of the additional cost of instructional personnel and materials necessary to provide appropriate programs for those students.  In so doing, the General Assembly did not intend to diminish in any way the regular program of instruction or to supplant existing programs for the academically advanced (superior) students.  The intent was clearly to support special efforts to increase the educational opportunities available for students who are identified as gifted.

The state special education law (H.B. 474) enacted in 1973, authorized the State Board of Education to establish standards for state aid for special programs for gifted students.  The following sections of state law pertain to gifted education programs eligible for state assistance: 

Section 162.675. RSMo, defines gifted children as "those children who exhibit precocious development of mental capacity and learning potential as determined by competent professional evaluation to the extent that continued educational growth and stimulation could best be served by an academic environment beyond that offered through a standard grade level curriculum." 
Section 162.720, RSMo, states that school districts may establish programs for gifted children "where a sufficient number of children are determined to be gifted and their development requires programs or services beyond the level of those ordinarily provided in regular public school programs . . ." and states that the State Board of Education "shall determine standards for such programs.  Approval of such programs shall be made by the State Department of Education based upon project applications submitted each year." 
NEOSHO R-5 SCHOOL DISTRICT: GIFTED PROGRAM
RATIONALE:

Gifted education is vital to the success of students who have been identified as gifted and talented.  Gifted and talented students need a differentiated curriculum that is responsive to their individual learning rate, style, and complexity.  Not all of Neosho’s bright and able students are in Neosho’s gifted program. In following Missouri’s guidelines for gifted programs, we only serve 2-5% of our student population. Many of our program’s students would be at risk academically, unless they received a differentiated curriculum.  These students’ needs can best be met by grouping them both in their regular classroom with peers of their age and in the C.I.A. classroom with their intellectual peers.
MISSION STATEMENT:

The mission of the Neosho R-5 School District is to facilitate learning; to nurture individual potential; and to assist students to believe in themselves through successful learning experiences.
CURRICULUM DESCRIPTION:
Curriculum for gifted students incorporates the Missouri Show-Me Standards and is specifically designed to challenge academically gifted and talented students with learning experiences that require critical thinking, independent study skills, communication, and persistence in facing challenges.  When engaged in high-quality differentiated curriculum, students will develop their unique abilities and multiple intelligences (verbal-linguistic, mathematical-logical, visual-spatial, 

bodily-kinesthetic, musical-rhythmic, interpersonal, intrapersonal, naturalist), maintain their love for learning, and have the opportunity to contribute to society.  

OUTCOME GOALS:

PROGRAM:

Students will be able to:

· Function socially with peers and adults.

· Be self-aware of talents and areas where improvement would be beneficial.

· Communicate effectively and precisely.

· Read, write, and speak fluently, efficiently, and with understanding for a wide variety of purposes, including technical reading, writing, and presenting.

· Apply higher-order thinking skills.

· Become more independent and self-directed learners.

· Make good choices and give input about objectives, tasks, and projects.

· Research various topics, using a variety of resources.

· Produce a variety of quality projects.

AFFECTIVE:

Students will be able to:

· Develop the ability to function successfully with peers and adults and to become more self-aware.

◦ Students will participate in class discussions and activities, regarding personal behavior and 
responsible interaction with others.
◦ Students will be able to set and attain goals by brainstorming, envisioning, researching, planning, 
organizing, and persisting.
COMMUNICATION AND RESEARCH:

Students will be able to:

· Develop communication skills.

◦ Students will communicate original ideas through oral, writing, and visual means. 

◦ Students will read, write, speak, and listen for a variety of purposes.

· Learn and practice research and information-gathering skills in an independent research project.

◦ Students will use appropriate information-gathering skills, in researching specific topics.


◦ Students will organize the data, using proper research techniques.
◦ Students will use advanced technology and multimedia to present a research project to an audience.

HIGHER-ORDER THINKING:
Students will be able to:

· Learn and practice higher-order thinking skills.

◦ Students will demonstrate reasoning and logic, problem solving, and creative thinking.

METACOGNITIVE:

Students will be:

· Aware of one’s own thinking processes.
◦ Students will analyze their own thinking processes, as they gain flexible, confident, and independent 

problem-solving skills.
PLACEMENT AND WITHDRAWAL:
PLACEMENT:

Once a student qualifies for and is placed in the Gifted Program, he or she may continue receiving gifted services each year. It is not required that a student be retested each school year.
WITHDRAWAL:
A student may be withdrawn from the Gifted Program for any of the following:
· Student recommendation
· Parent recommendation
· Collaboration between the student, parent, teacher and Director of Special Services

The parent or guardian must sign a written Consent for Withdrawal form available from the school counselor. 

Upon withdrawal from the Gifted Program, the child will be ineligible to receive enrichment services. If at any time the child would like to be reconsidered for the program, the parent or guardian will need to send a written request to the building principal and the child will be required to take an intelligence test. Only students with a qualifying I.Q. score may return to C.I.A. classes. This option will only be available at the beginning of a new school year. 

COURSE DESCRIPTION:

The gifted and talented students are served through a pull-out program including individual and group projects within an integrated curriculum.  Students will be involved in higher-order thinking skills, research skills, and affective processes.  Challenging learning experiences will be provided that are not ordinarily included in the regular curriculum.  The primary goal of the program is to develop self-directed, life-long learners who can create new ideas and solve problems. 

PROGRAM FORMAT:

KINDERGARTEN:
The Neosho School District recognizes the need for early identification of gifted students. Students who are recommended for testing and who qualify for placement begin receiving gifted services during the second semester. Kindergarten students attend C.I.A. class one-half day per week as part of a multi-disciplinary pull-out program.

FIRST – FOURTH GRADE:

Identified gifted students in first through fourth grades attend C.I.A. class for one-half day per week in a pull-out program. Class instruction will include instruction in research, technology applications, thinking skills and affective education. 
SCHOOLS SERVICED (K-4):

· Benton Elementary School
· Central Elementary School

· George Washington Carver Elementary School

· Goodman Elementary School

· South Elementary School
C.I.A. CLASSROOM GUIDELINES AND PROCEDURES
ATTENDANCE:

All classes will be held at George Washington Carver Elementary School for one-half day each week. The gifted teacher will take attendance in both the morning and afternoon sessions and report to each respective school.

Students are expected to attend class each week. Building principals may excuse a student or group of students from attending gifted class under special circumstances, (e.g. state M.A.P. testing, field trips, special guest speakers, etc.). Building principals will notify the gifted teacher of these special circumstances in advance. If a student receives three unexcused absences, parents will be contacted. The student and parents will be asked to meet with a review committee to determine if the child may remain in the gifted program. The review committee may include the gifted teacher, classroom teacher, principal, and counselor.  
FIELD TRIPS:

Field trips may be planned as a part of the curriculum unit of study. All field trips will require a signed permission form for each student before they will be allowed to participate. 

FOOD SERVICE:

BREAKFAST:
Students who attend a morning session of C.I.A. class may eat breakfast at George Washington Carver Elementary School. However, payment will be deducted from their home elementary school as usual.
LUNCH:
All students will follow their regular lunch schedule at their respective schools. 

SNACK:

Only kindergarten students will receive a snack in the afternoon. The snack is provided by the cafeteria staff at George Washington Carver Elementary School through the kindergarten snack program. 
RULES:
Students will be expected to use considerate and appropriate behavior at all times. The following class rules will apply:

1. Be in seat, ready to begin work with necessary supplies.

2. Assume responsibility for appropriate behavior.

3. Keep hands, feet, objects, and hurtful words to self.

4. Follow directions.

5. Assume responsibility for correct, neat, and completed assignments.

STUDENT RESPONSIBILITIES:

All students are responsible for obtaining work missed in the regular classroom during C.I.A. class. Students will be expected to take tests and make-up assignments containing new concepts the regular classroom teacher deems crucial. Routine and basic assignments the student has previously mastered should not be required make-up work. However, please contact your child’s regular classroom teacher to clarify their class requirements and expectations.

Students will maintain high standards of conduct and academic performance at all times. Failure to do so may result in dismissal from the program.

TRANSPORTATION:

Students attending C.I.A. class during the morning session will need to make their own arrangements before school for transportation to George Washington Carver Elementary School. Bus transportation will be provided during the school day when regular routes are not being run.

PARENT INFORMATION & RESOURCES

ARE YOU A GIFTED PARENT? 
1. Do you answer your child’s questions with patience and good humor?

2. Do you take advantage of questions and expressions of interest to guide your child into further learning and explorations?

3. Do you help develop physical and social skills as carefully as you encourage mental growth?

4. Do you help your child learn to get along with children of all levels of intelligence?

5. Do you avoid comparing your child with siblings or companions?

6. Do you show love for its own sake and not for intellectual achievement?

7. Do you set reasonable standards of behavior for your child and see that they are met?

8. Do you provide early opportunities for decision making with follow-up of learning to evaluate decisions after carrying out whatever action was taken?

9. Do you try to find something specific to praise when your child shows their work? (A generalized compliment “good” means little to gifted children.)

10. Do you help find worthwhile and challenging reading materials and television programs?

11. Do you provide hobby materials and books?

12. Do you find places where your child can study and work at hobbies?

13. Do you provide a place to display work?

14. Do you let your child learn about and share in some of your hobbies and interests?

15. Do you take your child on trips to points of interest?

16. Do you provide lessons and activities that are available through private groups, universities, or community organizations?

17. Do you teach you child how to budget time, organize work and improve study habits?

18. Do you help your child make plans and decisions?

19. Do you give your child increasing independence as the ability to handle responsibility increases?

20. Do you provide household responsibilities and other tasks suitable to your child’s age level?
CHARACTERISTICS OF GIFTED LEARNERS:

BEHAVIOR CHARACTERISTICS:

Gifted children's behavior differs from that of their age-mates in the following ways:  

· Many gifted children learn to read early, with better comprehension of the nuances of language. As much as half the gifted and talented population has learned to read before entering school. 
· Gifted children often read widely, quickly, and intensely and have large vocabularies. 
· Gifted children commonly learn basic skills better, more quickly, and with less practice. 
· They are better able to construct and handle abstractions. 
· They often pick up and interpret nonverbal cues and can draw inferences that other children need to have spelled out for them. 
· They take less for granted, seeking the "how" and "why." 
· They can work independently at an earlier age and can concentrate for longer periods. 
· Their interests are both wildly eclectic and intensely focused. 
· They often have seemingly boundless energy, which sometimes leads to a misdiagnosis of hyperactivity. 
· They usually respond and relate well to parents, teachers, and other adults. They may prefer the company of older children and adults to that of their peers. 
· They like to learn new things, are willing to examine the unusual, and are highly inquisitive. 
· They tackle tasks and problems in a well-organized, goal-directed, and efficient manner. 
· They exhibit an intrinsic motivation to learn, find out, or explore and are often very persistent. "I'd rather do it myself" is a common attitude. 

LEARNING CHARACTERISTICS:

Gifted children are natural learners who often show many of these characteristics:  

· They may show keen powers of observation and a sense of the significant; they have an eye for important details. 
· They may read a great deal on their own, preferring books and magazines written for children older than they are. 
· They often take great pleasure in intellectual activity. 
· They have well-developed powers of abstraction, conceptualization, and synthesis. 
· They readily see cause-effect relationships. 
· They often display a questioning attitude and seek information for its own sake as much as for its usefulness. 
· They are often skeptical, critical, and evaluative. They are quick to spot inconsistencies. 
· They often have a large storehouse of information about a variety of topics, which they can recall quickly. 
· They readily grasp underlying principles and can often make valid generalizations about events, people, or objects. 
· They quickly perceive similarities, differences, and anomalies. 
· They often attack complicated material by separating it into components and analyzing it systematically. 

CREATIVE CHARACTERISTICS:

Gifted children's creative abilities often set them apart from their age-mates. These characteristics may take the following forms:  

· Gifted children are fluent thinkers, able to generate possibilities, consequences, or related ideas. 
· They are flexible thinkers, able to use many different alternatives and approaches to problem solving. 
· They are original thinkers, seeking new, unusual, or unconventional associations and combinations among items of information. 
· They can also see relationships among seemingly unrelated objects, ideas, or facts. 
· They are elaborate thinkers, producing new steps, ideas, responses, or other embellishments to a basic idea, situation, or problems. 
· They are willing to entertain complexity and seem to thrive on problem solving. 
· They are good guessers and can readily construct hypotheses or "what if" questions. 
· They often are aware of their own impulsiveness and irrationality, and they show emotional sensitivity. 
· They are extremely curious about objects, ideas, situations, or events. 
· They often display intellectual playfulness and like to fantasize and imagine. 
· They can be less intellectually inhibited than their peers are in expressing opinions and ideas, and they often disagree spiritedly with others' statements. 
· They are sensitive to beauty and are attracted to aesthetic values.
WEBSITES:
http://www.mogam.org
The Missouri Gifted Association of Missouri provides educators and parents with current legislative information and is active advocates for the gifted children of Missouri.
www.cectag.org
Provided by the Council for Exceptional Children, The Association for the Gifted (TAG) is a site that helps parents deal more effectively with the gifted child.
www.nagc.org
The National Association for Gifted Children is an organization for parents, educators, and community leaders to address the unique needs of gifted children.

www.SENGifted.org
Supporting Emotional Needs of the Gifted focuses primarily on the adults in the lives of gifted children.  Included is information on identification, guidance, and effective ways to live and work with gifted individuals.

www.hoagiesgifted.org
This site contains a resource guide for the education of gifted children, as well as links to resources.

http://gtworld.org/index.html
GT World is an on-line support community for parents of gifted and talented children.

www.gifteddevelopment.com
Provided by the Gifted Development Center is information on identification, assessment, counseling, learning styles, and other information for gifted children and adults.

http://www.geniusdenied.com/
Based on the book, “Genius Denied,” this site features information for students and parents.
http://www.prufrock.com/client/client_pages/prufrocklinks.cfm
Prufrock Press is the nation’s leading resource for gifted and advanced learners.
http://www.dese.mo.gov/divimprove/gifted/index.html 
Missouri Department of Elementary and Secondary Education provide the guidelines for gifted programs.
CONTACT INFORMATION:
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MAIL:

Mrs. Augustine, Elementary Gifted Teacher
George Washington Carver Elementary School
12350 Norway Road

Neosho, MO 64850
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PHONE:

(417) 451-8690
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E-MAIL: 

augustinetina@neosho.k12.mo.us


 WEBSITE:
http://www.neosho.k12.mo.us/teacher_pages/augustinetina/index/index3.htm
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